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Power-Up Words
Swap tired words for words that make your story shine

Instead of “said”

said → whispered, mumbled, cried

said → replied, declared

said → gasped, exclaimed, muttered

Instead of “walked”

walked → crept, tiptoed

walked → dashed, sprinted

walked → strolled, wandered

walked → marched, stumbled

Instead of “happy / sad”

happy → delighted, thrilled, overjoyed

happy → cheerful, beaming

sad → miserable, gloomy

sad → heartbroken, tearful

Instead of “scared”

scared → terrified, petrified

scared → anxious, uneasy

scared → trembling, shaking

Instead of “big / small”

big → enormous, gigantic, massive

small → tiny, minute, miniature

Instead of “nice / good”

nice → lovely, pleasant

good → wonderful, brilliant, excellent

Joining words (connectors)

Link your ideas smoothly: suddenly, 
meanwhile, however, before long, finally, as a
result

Show, don’t tell (sense words)

Paint a picture: glistened, echoed, drifted, 
prickled, aroma, shimmered
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