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Precision & Tone Vocabulary

Choose words with control, nuance and tone

® Precise verbs

Replace the vague: scrutinise, undermine,
advocate, exacerbate, alleviate, reinforce,
dismantle

@ Argument & analysis

compelling, contentious, nuanced,
fundamental, prevailing, unsubstantiated

® Instead of “very + ..”

very tired » exhausted
very angry - furious
very important > vital

very big - immense

® Degree & nuance

arguably, ostensibly, marginally, considerably,
invariably

@ Tone & register

Name the writer’s tone: candid, scathing,
measured, dismissive, earnest, sardonic,
sombre

e Discourse markers

Essays: admittedly, conversely, by extension,
more pertinently, in essence

@ Sophisticated description

cascading, fractured, luminous, desolate,
relentless, fragile

® Writer’s craft (comprehension)

What the writer does: conveys, implies,
evokes, juxtaposes, emphasises, foreshadows
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